
Pleased to Meet You! 
7th Grade Teacher Introductions 

River Trail Middle School 

We are so excited to meet you! We hope this quick 
introduction will help you get to know us a little better 

and get ready for the new year! 



Administration 

I am your 7th grade counselor.   I have been here at River Trail, since 
the school opened, and I am available for you, especially if you need 

to talk about: 

• Emotions 

• Friendships 

• Family 

• Teacher/Relationships 

• Schedules 

• Anything you would like 

You may ask your teacher for a pass in your agenda.    

Welcome to the Middle of the Middle!  I have had the pleasure to 
work with the River Trail Community for 15 of my 18 years in educa-
tion!  I opened the school in 2001 as a 7th grade Life Science Teacher 
and then Graduation Coach.  I was promoted in 2009 to Assistant Prin-
cipal at Chattahoochee High School but knew my heart was in middle 
school!  I have been supporting our amazing 7th grade team as their 
assistant principal for the last 6 years and could not be prouder of 

their talent!   

I, too, am a parent of a 7th grader, with my son Jackson stepping onto 

our hallways this 2019-20 school year.  My son, Matthew, will be a 4th 

grader at Shakerag, and my wife, Kelly, teaches 1st grade at Shak-

erag elementary school.   

I earned a Bachelor's of Science degree in Wildlife Ecology and Con-

servation and a Master's of Education in Secondary Science Education 

from the University of Florida, and my leadership certificate is from the 

University of Georgia.   

Middle school is a dynamic time in the life of our students, and I am 

proud to be able to support the River Trail community as we guide our 

students on their journey to success! 

 

"Success is not the result of spontaneous combustion. You must first set 

yourself on fire!"   

……………………………………………………………………. 

Guy Crotsley 

Renee Bartley 



Hi! My name is Justin Scott, and this is my 2nd year teaching science 

at RTMS. I have been teaching for 4 years and have taught social 

studies in the past. You could say I was born to teach; my mom 

taught 7th grade science, my grandmother taught science and read-

ing, and my aunt teaches science currently. My hobbies and passions 

are creating music (you will see me with an instrument this year), 

singing in choral groups, video games, board games, role-playing 

games, and spending time doing these things with my wife of 13 

years and my 7-year-old son. My son will be in 2nd grade this year 

at Shakerag. Science is a subject full of mystery, excitement, sus-

pense, and wonder; I am excited to help bring these emotions to 

your awesome students! 

TEAM A 

Hello! I’m Courtney Cox, 7th grade Math teacher. This is my 11th year 

at River Trail and I absolutely love the experiences I have had and 

the people I have met along the way! Outside of school, I spend time 

with my husband Bryan, our son Bennett (10 months old), and our fam-

ily and friends. I value connections and kindness which I hope to 

spread to my students each year. My goal is always for my students 

to feel welcome and calm in my classroom since middle school (and 

Math) can be stressful at times. I also hope for all of my students to 

move on to 8th grade with a new found love (or at least a better un-

derstanding) for Math!    

I have been teaching at RTMS for 18 years.  Before that, I taught 

elementary school and college Spanish.  I have a master's degree 

in Spanish literature from the University of Delaware.  I have taught 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade Spanish at RTMS.  I enjoy traveling, read-

ing and spending time with my family.  

Justin Scott 

Susan Delong 

Courtney Cox 

……………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………………. 



Lisa Davenport here! I teach language arts to seventh graders. I also spon-

sor (or co-sponsor) Cooking Club, The Howling Times, and Scrabble Club, 

and I’m the coordinator for Duke TIP 7th Grade Talent Search. Outside of 

school, I like to kayak, play music, camp, bike, and play games--especially 

Scrabble, mah-jongg, and euchre. I have two children (one in college, one in 

high school), one husband, two cats, one dog, and one turtle. I believe in the 

Oxford comma.  

……………………………………………………………………. 

I am Shane Packard and I will be teaching our students about Africa and 

Asia this year.  When I am not in the classroom, I spend my time travelling, 

playing music, reading historical texts, as well as attending as many Atlan-

ta United games as I can.  In the classroom I look to open eyes into how 

interconnected our world is, and the importance that young people have 

played in shaping it.   

……………………………………………………………………. 

Shane Packard 

Lisa Davenport (left) 

Messan Koudouvoh 

I am Messan Koudouovoh,  the  new 7th and 8th grade French 
teacher.  I was born in Togo, French speaking country. I am excit-
ed to start a new  journey a RTMS. The last past two years  I was 
6th and 7th grade  at Northwestern Middle school. I am married 

with four children. 



TEAM B 
Hello, I am Casey Bane, I teach 7th grade social studies at River Trail 

Middle. I graduated from Washington College in Maryland with my 

Bachelor’s Degree in History and then earned a Masters in Teaching 

from Goucher College in Baltimore, Maryland.  I am originally from 

New York and moved to Atlanta two years ago, I love it here!  I enjoy 

spending time with my family and friends as well as hiking, biking, and 

hanging with my new puppy Ruby.   I also love to travel and learn 

about new places and their cultures which makes this class so much fun 

for me to teach. I am looking forward to a wonderful school year get-

ting to know you. 

 

I’m Stephanie Hosley, and I am incredibly excited to start my 11th year 

at RTMS! I teach language arts, and my main goal is to help students 

find their identities as readers, writers, and creatives.  I believe that 

helping students become more aware of who they are as contributors 

in the world is one of the most critical jobs teachers have.  In my spare 

time, I enjoy trying new, creative things (gardening, sewing, cooking, 

painting) that bring my heart joy.  I love finding inspiration in all things, 

especially interpersonal interaction as I believe the positive connections 

we build with others are what make the world a better place!  I look 

forward to serving your children and families this year! 

 

Casey Bane 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Stephanie Hosley 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Hello!  My name is Erica Pope and I teach 7th grade life science.  This is 

my eighth year teaching middle school, and my first year here at River 

Trail.  I am very excited to meet all of my students and begin a new ad-

venture at RTMS.  I love life science because I love nature and exploring 

this beautiful world we live in.  Outside of school I coach a competitive 

gymnastics team.  My hobbies include traveling, biking, and spending 

time with my friends and family.  I’m looking forward to an incredible 

year! 

Erica Pope 



Hello!! Welcome to 7th grade Math class. My name is Shweta Kothari. 

This is my 4th year teaching at River Trail Middle School. I was born 

and raised in India where I completed my Master’s in Mathematics (M. 

Sc.)  and Master’s in Business Administration (MBA). Teaching math is an 

absolute passion of mine. I am so excited to start a journey with a year 

full of fun, learning and adventure. I can’t wait to see what the year 

has in store for us!! 

TEAM C 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Alicia Adams 7th grade Language Arts. Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT), 

Georgia State University.  Language Arts (LA) stand on four main pillars: 

writing, reading, language (grammar), and speaking & listening.  From these 

disciplines, the student will learn the art and science of communicating effec-

tively. On this year’s journey through LA, students will aquiver with excitement 

as they become authors, orators, poets, and readers. “Oh, the places they 

will go when they read.” They will transcend space and time. Take this ride 

together with us to ensure your child’s success.  There is no greater reward 

for an educator than to see students flourish.  

……………………………………………………………………. 

Hola!  My name is María Rodríguez, and I am a new Spanish teacher 

for 7th grade in RTMS this school year. I am from Spain, and I have been 

living in the USA for three years now. I am mother of two teenagers, 

and my favorite hobbies are traveling, photography and reading. I am 

very excited to share with your children my passion for the Spanish cul-

ture and my language. 

Maria Rodriguez 

Alicia Adams 

Shweta Kothari 



Howdy all!  My name is Lee Anne Rowicki.  I will be teaching 7th 

grade Life Science for my 8th year at River Trail Middle School. 

This will be year 26 of my teaching career - all in middle school, 

having taught all core subjects and grade levels at least once in 

my career.  I am the co-sponsor for Science Olympiad at the 

school and 7th grade Science PLC Chair.  Outside of school I enjoy 

reading, singing in the Alpharetta Community Chorus, bird watch-

ing (hummingbirds are my favorite), and most of all, my family!   

……………………………………………………………………. 

Lee Ann Rowicki 

Hi! My name is Joanna Smith and this will be my 3rd year at River Trail 

Middle School. I teach 7th grade social studies which is an exploration 

of the Middle East, Asia, and Africa. I received my bachelor’s degree in 

Education with a concentration in social studies from Saint Louis Universi-

ty. I am passionate about promoting curiosity and questioning in my 

classroom to help students learn how to become critical thinkers. Can’t 

wait for the great year ahead of at RTMS!  

Joanna Smith 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Kelly Tetreault has been teaching at River Trail Middle School for 

19 years.  She holds a middle bachelor’s degree in middle 

grades education with a concentration in math and language arts 

from the University of North Georgia.   She has taught sixth 

grade, seventh grade, and eighth grade math at RTMS.  She has 

been at RTMS since it opened in 2001.  

Kelly Tetreault 



TEAM D 

Hello! My name is Grace Hernandez and I teach 7th grade ELA. This is my 5th 

year teaching and I absolutely love what I do. In addition to teaching, I spon-

sor two clubs at River Trail – Cooking Club and Harry Potter Club. When I am 

not at school, I’m usually out with my dog and husband, playing video games, 

or traveling to somewhere I have never been. I love high fives and fist bumps, 

so be sure to come by! 

Grace Hernandez 

……………………………………………………………………. 

I'm Judson Kidd. This is my second-year teaching 7th grade social studies at 

River Trail and I am excited to start another year. I recently moved from 

Charleston, South Carolina where I taught 7th and 8th grade for 5 years.  I 

earned my bachelors degree from The Citadel, the Military College of 

South Carolina and earned my Masters from the University of South Caroli-

na. After my first year of teaching, I deployed in support of Operation En-

during Freedom and spent a year overseas in the Middle East. After my 

deployment, I started teaching again and I met my future wife. We got 

married in 2017 and have enjoyed living in a more metropolitan area. I 

enjoy cooking, baking, exploration through cuisine, and a good pun.  
Taylor Kidd 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Hello, I’m Anna Pohl. I’m beginning my 18th year of teaching. This 

will be my 2nd year teaching at RTMS as the 7th grade reading 

teacher, and I’m thrilled to have the chance to see our students flour-

ish into avid readers. I am the mother of 4 children – one of which 

attends Northview High. I completed a Specialist degree from the 

University of West Georgia last year  

Anna Pohl 



Greetings and welcome to the 2019-2020 school year! I'm excited to see 

you succeed in 7th grade Math this year.  River Trail is a wonderful school 

that has built a strong community to support the learning and growth of its 

students and I am thankful to be a part of it!  I’m a Greek-American, 

Georgia native.  I have taught middle school math at RTMS, in Dallas, 

Texas and in Budapest, Hungary.  I enjoy being active, spending time out-

doors and traveling the world.  I can’t wait to meet you all! 

Margarita Reed 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Hello! My name is Alexandra Schoessler, and I have been a teacher at 

RTMS for 3 years now. I teach 7th grade Life Science and love it! Outside 

of school, one of my favorite things to do is to just explore. That might 

mean traveling around the country to discover all that our national parks 

have to offer or even just picking up a good book and learning something 

new. One of the best things about my job is that Life Science IS an explo-

ration of the world around us! I cannot tell you how much I love and appre-

ciate this job, that I get to do what I love and share that passion with your 

student. I am looking forward to a great year!  

Alexandra Schoessler 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Min-Ju Juan 

Hello! My name is Min-Ju Juan, and I have been teaching 

Chinese at RTMS for 12 years. I teach all three grade 

levels. When I am free, I like listening to music and travel-

ling. I am looking forward to a great year. 



Hello! My name is Heather Wright, and I have been a teach-

er at RTMS for over 10 years. I teach 7th Math! Outside of 

school, one of my favorite things to do is to craft and bake. I 

grew up in Pennsylvania and am a huge hockey fan.  I am 

excited to start the school year!    

My name is Sarah King.  I have been in education for over 20 

years.  I am the proud mother of a daughter (Deshia) and a son 

(Reggie). I was born and raised in Louisiana so I truly enjoy spicy 

food.  When I am not at work, I love traveling.  My favorite destina-

tion is any place with a beach. 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Hi!  I am Daphne Anderson and I am so excited that this is my third year 
teaching at River Trail Middle School.  I have a  Masters Degree in Middle 
Grades Education with a concentration in Social Studies and Language Arts 
from Mercer University.  I have taught sixth, seventh and eighth grade social 
studies, language arts and reading at RTMS as well as in DeKalb County 

Schools for 20 years.  This will be a GREAT school year! 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Heather Wright 

All-Team Teachers 

Sarah King 

Daphne Anderson 



Hi I'm Kendra Knuth. I have been teaching at RTMS since the school 

opened in 2001. My favorite tv channel is the Tennis Channel. My new 

hobby is pickleball. Last year, I was blessed with a grandson and 

granddaughter- one from each of my daughters  

Hi, My name is Ms. Umphenour, I’ve been a teacher here at RTMS since it 

opened in 2001. I have a masters in middle grades education with concen-

trations in Math, Social Studies, Science, Language Arts, and Theater with 

minors in business management and therapeutic drama. This year my 

schedule is 6th gr. SS, 6th gr. SCI, 7th gr. SS,  8th gr. SS, 7th gr Math, 7th gr. 

SCI, and 8th gr. SCI. Every student I have from year to year is very dear to 

me and my hopes for them is that they grow and learn within their own 

strengths. We all have strengths, they are just sometimes hidden. I will do 

everything I can to facilitate your child having a great school year! Outside 

of school I enjoy travel, parks, playing with the dogs and disc golf. I am 

looking forward to a fantastic school year! 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Melinda Umphenour 

Kendra Knuth 

We can’t wait to meet you all! 

My name is Sharon Wang and I teach 8th and 9th grade math.  I majored 
Math and Secondary Education at Vanderbilt University.   I have 17 years of 
teaching experience, 16 of them at RTMS.  I am married with two wonderful 
kids!  I love spending time with my family and friends, crafting, and of course, 
teaching math!   I am passionate about teaching students about how and why 

math works!  I’m excited for this 2019-2020 school year! 

……………………………………………………………………. 

Sharon Wang 
……………………………………………………………………. 


